
Uzbekistan must start genuine cooperation

with the UN

The Presidency of Shavkat Mirziyoyev, who took over from Islam Karimov in September 2016,

has failed to take any measurable steps to implement its international human rights

obligations and to cooperate fully with the United Nations.

Two years ago, the UN Human Rights Committee [1] found the Uzbek government

responsible for the torture and ill-treatment of prominent Uzbek human rights defender

Mutabar Tadjibayeva, who was tortured, raped and forcibly sterilized in Uzbekistan.

The Committee found multiple violations of her rights under the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights (to which Uzbekistan acceded in 1995), committed by Uzbekistan in

response to her human rights work, including her right to be free from torture and ill-

treatment; to liberty and security; to a fair trial; to freedom of expression and to be protected

against discrimination on the grounds of sex and opinion.

Uzbekistan was requested to promptly investigate, prosecute and punish those responsible,

and to compensate her, but this decision remains unimplemented together with dozens of

other UN decisions. This is despite the fact that the Committee found that Tadjibayeva had

presented compelling evidence that showed that she was singled out for harassment, abuse

and torture, both as a human rights activist and as a woman.

The deadline set by the UN to implement its decision in Tadjibayeva’s case expired in April

2016, more than a year ago. But instead of meeting its international obligations, in October

2016 Uzbekistan challenged the �ndings of the Committee citing arguments already

presented to the Committee during the case review and which were assessed as not

credible.

Uzbekistan’s submission to the Committee contained serious factual mistakes. The

government also stated that it was impossible to establish the truth in Tadjibayeva’s case

since it had destroyed all relevant �les past the 10-year time limit set in the national

legislation for �le preservation. REDRESS and FIDH recently informed the Committee that

Uzbekistan had not complied with any of the measures ordered two years ago.

“Uzbekistan has a new leader, yet the abuses continue.

Uzbekistan continues with its abysmal human rights record and

Menu 

Contact us  English  Swahili  Français  Español  Pусский العربية  Subscribe   

http://www.redress.org/downloads/unhrc-decision-mutabar-ccpr-c-114-d-2234-2013.pdf
https://redress.org/
https://redress.org/contact-us/english/
https://redress.org/contact-us/swahili/
https://redress.org/contact-us/francais/
https://redress.org/contact-us/espanol/
https://redress.org/contact-us/russian/
https://redress.org/contact-us/arabic/
https://redress.org/news/uzbekistan-must-start-a-genuine-cooperation-with-the-un/
https://www.facebook.com/theREDRESSTrust/
https://twitter.com/REDRESSTrust
https://www.youtube.com/user/RedressTrust?feature=mhee


is showing its total disrespect for the UN and its international

obligations,”deplored Antoine Madelin, International Advocacy

Director of FIDH.

“Uzbekistan is acting in bad faith when it asserts that a crime

can remain unpunished if the documents have been destroyed.

The UN has found that the government is responsible for the

violations that I su�ered and it’s obliged to provide me with a

remedy,”said Tadjibayeva.

“Moreover, if the government of Uzbekistan is to open a

criminal investigation into the violations found by the

Committee, I stand ready to provide the authorities with all

necessary copies of documents related to my case,” added

Tadjibayeva.

The UN Human Rights Committee, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and the UN

Committee against Torture have documented for more than a decade the widespread nature

of torture in Uzbekistan’s prisons and places of detention.

“The Government of Uzbekistan must remedy the lasting-harm

caused to Ms Tadjibayeva by years of torture and extreme

gender-based violence,” said Carla Ferstman, Director of

REDRESS. “But instead of ful�lling its obligations, it has chosen

to continue to deny the gross violations committed against her

and to prolong her su�ering.”

For 14 years, Uzbekistan denied access to at least 14 UN experts who requested invitations,

including the UN special rapporteurs on the situation of human rights defenders and on

torture, and has failed to comply with recommendations made by various expert bodies.

The �rst visit of a high level human rights o�cial was not allowed until May 2017, when the

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights visited the country for two days and urged the

Uzbek government to translate words into actions.
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[1] The decision of the UN Human Rights Committee can be found here

For more information or to request an interview, please contact Eva Sanchis, Head of

Communications of REDRESS, on +44 (0)20 7793 1777 or eva@redress.org(English), Mutabar

Tadjibayeva (Uzbek, Russian), President of Fiery Hearts Club on +33 679 23 3927 or Audrey

Couprie (English, French, Spanish), Press O�cer of FIDH, on acouprie@�dh.org,or +33 6 48

05 91 57.

Background information

Mutabar Tadjibayeva has repeatedly sought an investigation from the Uzbek authorities into

the serious human rights violations that she has su�ered since 2002, but her claims have

never been properly investigated and no-one has ever been prosecuted for them.

Tadjibayeva forcefully condemned the killing of hundreds of unarmed civilians by

government forces in the city of Andijan in May 2005. Five months later, she was arrested by

masked and armed security forces. She was charged on 18 counts of criminal activity,

including tax fraud and membership of an illegal organisation –her own human rights group,

the Fiery Hearst Club. In 2006, she was sentenced to eight years in prison following a trial

that violated the most basic international fair trial standards.

While in prison, she was forced to undergo an operation to remove her uterus, which left her

infertile. She has never been given the reason for the operation. During her two years and

eight months in prison, she su�ered other forms of torture and ill-treatment, including being

beaten, hung from a hook, forced to stand naked in the cold until she fell unconscious, and

being placed in solitary con�nement and a psychiatric ward with dangerous criminals.

She was freed in June 2008, after intensive e�orts by diplomats and human rights

organisations.Previous to her imprisonment, in April 2005, Tadjibayeva was kidnapped by

several law enforcement o�cials and taken to the Department of Internal A�airs, where she

was interrogated about her human rights activities and gang-raped.

In 2005, Tadjibayeva was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. In 2008 she received the

Martin Ennals Award for Human Rights Defenders whereas the Fiery Hearts Club that she

founded, and which now runs from Paris where she has been living as a refugee since 2009,

was awarded the Medaille de la République Française de la Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité.

The Uzbek government has a well-documented record of serious human rights violations,

including systematic torture and ill-treatment of human rights defenders and political

prisoners. There have also been reports by rights organisations of a government campaign to

forcibly sterilised women in Uzbekistan.
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